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TOWARDS EVIDENCING THE 


Divine — 


0 F 


TYTHE 8. 


By Doctor DBLAN Y, Dean of Down. 


The Subſtance of it, in a Diſcourſe to © 
his People, in one of the Pariſh Churches f 
the Deanery lately Rebuilt from a Kung,” 


T 0 which i is prefixed, 


A Short AccounT of ſome _* 
CIRCUMSTANCES relateing to that 1 
DEANER VW. *” 


The Law of the Lord js an undefiled Law, converting 
the Soul. The Teſtimony of the Lord is fure, ant 
giveth Wiſdom unto the ſimple. Pal. xix. 7. 


0 truſt not in Wrong and Robbery ! Give not your bu * 8 
unto V. anity, Pſal. Ixii. 10, | | 
3 — — == —— | 
DUBLIN: Prinzes'* Ea. | 


And fold by the Byokſelters. M,vce;xiens 
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DEAN of DOWN. 


WHICH GAVE 


Occaſion to the following Drscounss, 


n to the Editor. 


SIR, 


. courſe, called, An Eſay towards evi- 
dencing the Di vine Original of Tythes ; and 
perceiving ſome Paſſages in it, relateing to the 

A 2 preſent 


NARRATIVE 


in a LET TER from one of is | 


AVING ſeen the Dean of Down's Diſ. | 


num — > T * 
1 P 


2 A Narfative of the Caſe 


preſent State of his Deanery; I reſolved to 
tranſmit to you, a ſhort Narrative of the Facts, 


which gave Occaſion to that Diſcourſe : And 


without which, ſome Parts of it, cannot be 
clearly intelligible to the Reader. 

When Doctor Delany firſt went down to 
reſide at his Deanery ;. he was applied to, by 
great Numbers of the Pariſhioners, of one of 
his Pariſhes, (Diſſenters as well as Churchmen) 


for Leave to rebuild their Church: Which had 


lain in Ruines, from the great Rebellion. This 


Requeſt he readily complied with: And ap- 


plied to the Biſhop, for his Conſent: Which 
being obtained, be ſet the Work on foot, as 
ſoon as conveniently could be: And contributed 
largely to it. Unhappily for him, a Gentle- 
man who had a large Eſtate in the Pariſh, and 
a ſmall Town with a Chapel in it, diſtant 
about three Miles from this new Church; took 
great Offence at the Dean's Proceedings: And 
apparently not without Reaſon. The Preſent- 
ation of a neighbouring Vicaridge, was in his 
Gift: And that Vicar, had a Salary of Twenty 


Pounds a Year, from the preceeding Deans of 
Down, for doing the occaſional Duties, of two 
contiguous Pariſhes of the Deanery: Without 


which Aid, the Chapel of his Town, had not 
ſufficient to ſupport a Curate: Having only an 


Endowment of T Wenger Pounds a Year.. 
This 
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Stranger to: And when he was informed of it, 


„in n 1 
This Circumſtance, © the Dean was entitely a 


and complained of upon that Head; he defended 
himſelf very naturally, by avetring that he had 


not the leaſt Intention, or Thought, of hurt- 5 
ing that Chapel, when he conſented to the 


Building of ihat Church. And was ready tc 
remedy as far as in him lay, any Inconvenience. 
from it, which he did not forefee: However, 
that the Care of that Chapel, was no direct, or 
immediate Concern of his: That he thought 
himſelf, only bound to provide, for the 


lick Worſhip of God, in his own Pariſhes. 5 


And that it was eaſy, for that Gentleman, to 


make a ſmall Addition to the Endowment, of; . 


Twenty- ſix Pounds a Year, purchaſed (as he 


hath heard) by the Truſtees, of Queen _ 4 


Bounty, for the Support of his Chapel. 


would it be very extraordinary, if he = - 7 
even from Motives diſtinct from his regard ta 
Religion. But neither this, nor any Aſſurance! 
he could give, of the Innocency, and Integrity 
of his Intentions, could any way appeaſe the 
Reſentment, conceived againſt him. And pet, 


that he acted in this Affair, from a pure Prin- 


ciple of Duty, may be clear to every. impartial 


Man, from the Expence he incurred, and che 
additional Salary he gave, for the Care of thoſe 


Pariſhes: e POR: the Whole, than the, 


111 Double 
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either againſt che Petition, (which I believe 


4 A Narrative of the Caſe 
Double of what any of his Predeceffors had 


ever done. But all this was of no avail. A ' 


Petition - was: ſolicited, among the Linnen- 
Weavers of the an and preſented to the 
Linnen-Board; - complaining, of the great 
Grievance, of paying one Shilling a Year, to 

the Dean of Don, on account of their Trade; 
and thence called Trades-money. Upon Ar 
ſenting this Petition, a Reſolution was en 
into, by the major Part of the Truſtees of the 
Linnen-Board then preſent, to ſupport a Law- 
ſoit,” againſt the Dean upon that Article, out 
of the public Fund. Without hearing, or 
deſireing to hear, what the Dean had to fay, 


was founded upon Error) or in Defence of a 
Right, which his Predeceſſors had been in 
Poſſeſſion of, Time immemorial; in common 
with many « others of the Northern Clergy; to 

whom, it is of much more moment. Upon 
hearing of this Reſolution, the Dean wrote to 
the Gentleman who is ſaid, to have ſolicited the 
Petition; to deſire that a publick Fund, might 
not be diverted, from its proper Purpoſes : 
And to affure him, that he defired nothing 


more, than that the Suit might be brought to 


as ſpeedy, and unexpenſive an Iſſue, as poſſible. 
And to that End, he offered to bear, one half 


of the Expence of the Defendant, ſupported by 


F the Dean of Down, &c. 8 


the Linnen-Board, in that Suit; if the Gentle- 
man who promoted it, and was the Defendant's 
Landlord, would bear the other. This was 
filently declined: by him, and the Propoſal ridi- 
culed as Romantick, by his Friends: And to 
put their Purpoſe of 4. in the Pro- 
ſecution of the Suit, out of all doubt, they 
found Means of prevailing upon the Linnen- 
Board, to ratifie their Reſolution of ſupporting 
it, againſt the Dean, out of the publick Fund. 
Although ſuch a Proceeding, be notoriodlly 
illegal; and the moſt eminent Lawyers of the 
Nation, make no Scruple, to declare it to beſo. 
Notwithſtanding all this ill Treatment, ant 
much more that might be tecounted; the 
Dean, rather than ſuffer the Chapel before 
mentioned, to be ſhut up, made à voluntary 
Contribution of Twenty Pounds a Vear, fur 
the Support of a Curate, Who ſhould officiate 
in it: And obliged himſelf, to the Continuanat 
of that Contribution, as lang as he ſhould be 
| adele of the Deanery. Which however; 
hath no way, abated the evil -Diſpolition; _ 
created againſt him, on account of building 
his Church; Nor the many veraticus Com- 
_ binations, that have been entered into (1 won't 
 fay under what Influence) to diſtreſs him, in 
every Right belonging to his Deanery: Indeed 
to 5a $a Detriment 5 bat 1 verily believe, 4 
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> _ A Narrative of the Gaſs; c. 


to his much greater Concern, for the Conduct 
of ſome Perſons, for whom he hath long had, 
a moſt ſincere Regard, and warm Good-will. 
All this calmly, and candidly conſidered, it 
bs hoped that Gentlemen of all Characters con- 
cerned in theſe unwarrantable Meaſures, againſt 
an innocent Man; will, upon more mature 
Deliberation, recede from them. Gentlemen 
in Office under his Majeſty, will reflect, how 
it can become them, to lead the Way in 
diſtreſſing the Clerk, and Patronage of their 
Sovereign, and Benefactor: A Guardian of the 
Law, will remember that cool diſpaſſionate 
Juftice, which is the Duty, and Glory of his 


Station; and will never refuſe a candid Re- 


Hearing, upon a juſt Demand. And all Men 
of liberal Mind; and Manners, will beware 
How: they cool adopt, the Prejudices, and 
Paſſions of Men, moſt innocently, and unde - 
fignedly offended : And one might hope, by 
this Time, | ſufficiently appeaſed, And each 


of them in particular, will, it is hoped, remem- 
ber, how much Honour they will do their own 


Chatacters, by acting upon that fine Maxim, 


of one of the . Genius's of this, or any 
Age; That retracting an Error, and repairin 
an Injury, is in Efes, letting "the World fee, 


that you. are now 'a wiſer, 11 a better Man, 


ane were Pore. | hn 
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well ati ed, that there never ad. 
a Period of Time, from the Foundation 6 
"the World, in which, a Diſcourſe of this kind, 
could appear to greater Diſadvantage, than the 
For the' Time prophefied of, by Saint 

Paul, 7s too ſurely come: The Time when the) 
will not endure ſound Doctrine. And yet ſuch 
is the Power of Truth, that 1 can never deſpair 
of its 15 nal Kan 
d even againſt true Religion, and much 
more againſt its Teachers; and they unhappily 
continue, even when _ the Errors on which they 
are founded, are removed. For Errors, beget 
Errors; and the Offpring too often ſurvive the 
Parent. The, Prouaices againſt the Ch riſtian 


Religion are indeed founded in empty Vanity-- 


But the Prejudices againſt Some of its Teachers, 
earance of. Reaſon. 


are ſeldom without ſome App, 


When was, the World ſeen, wt 'thout fome ſad 
and Offence, in that 
B Order ? 


Tnftantes' "of R eproach, 


Strong Prejudices haue 


11 The PREFACE. 
Order; with which, indiſcriminateing Impiety 
is tos apt fo inſult and aſperſe the Whole ? And 
7s it not too true even of thoſe of a very differen 

_ Charatter, that the petulant Prophantneſs, of the 
evil World around them, hath at preſent driven, 
too many of them, from ſuſtaining he% ding 
Piety of their Charadters :. Inſomuch that they 
are contented to appear, for the moſt part, - 
virtuous and well-bred Seculars are wont to do, 
meaning to, oblige, but I fear more likely to offend, 
awhere it it of much more Moment not to offend. 
| Nay fo far are they civilized into Secularity, 
that few of them have the Courage, how much 
' forever they may have it at Heart, to ſalute you 
with 4 Prayer to God in your Behalf; ; elthough 
it he their proper Buſineſs, as it was expreſsly 
that of the Levitical Prieſtbood, To bleſs, in 
his Name. And although Prayers of that kind, 
were the mt antient Forms of Salutation, 
recorded in the Scriptures: And in general, if 
not univerſal Uſe, throughout the antient Heathen, 
as well as the Chriſtian 22 No, it is even 
aid, that ſome of them, forget to beg a Ble 
Ks return Pak for ow” doi Food, os. 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; 5 that be their 
only Claim to the Divine Favour. And yet, in 
many other reſpects, I do werily believe them, not 
only as blameleſs, but alſo as Feen 4 Set 
of Men, as ever adorned their Dignity. And 
am well ſatisfied, that their Honours, and their 
Income, are always their greateſt, and often their 
only Offence, Although both are confeſſedly 
ore as much to the Glory of God, 8 5 
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The PREFACE. iii 


Good of Mankind, as any other of equal Value in 


the Nation ; and often more. 


Me are too well afſured, that it is impoſſible, 
but that Offences muſt come; but Woe to 
him, through whom they come! Moe 70 him, 
by whoſe evil Example, as well as to him by whoſe 
wanton Calumny, (the Offfþrirg of his Corruption 
and Envy) the Offices and Characters, of the 


Chriftian Miniſtry are vilified. And indeed it 
' #s aftoniſhing to obſerve, with . what peculiar 


Force Envy operates againſt them. | 
Lay nan, although he ſhould chance to be 


aoithout Talents, and it may be, not diſtinguiſhed, 


by any acquired, or imputed Merit, of any kind; 
enjoys, (and may they ever do ſo all the Falicities 


of his own Fortune, and all the Acquiſitions of _ 


his Anceſtors, unmoleſted, unmaligned : Without 
any degree of that Envy, and Obloquy, which is 
the ſure Lot of the Prieſthood, upon the leaſt 
worldly Succeſs, whether in, or out of their 
Miniſtry : Although perhaps after a Series of 
many Years, employed in the moſt valuable Pra. 
. ices, and Purſuits ; and under the Condut?, of 
the "beſt improved Capacity, and moſt enlarged 
Virtue. But it is our peculiar Fate, and Pro- 
vince, for ever to contend with Error, and 
Tnrquity. And it is indeed neceſſary it ſhould be 
Jo, for the Amendment of the World; and it may 
be, for our own That the Man of God (@s 
far as human Frailty will allow) may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed, unto all good Works. 
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F which, bearing Reproach with. Patience, and 
dbing Good for Boil, are not the leaſt. And to 
compleat the Chriſtian Miniſtry in their true 
Character, would to God, they would always 
remember, that ſolemn Injun#i on of St. Paul 70 
Timothy. (2 Tim. iv. 1, 2.) I charge thee 
before God, and the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, who 
foal judge the Quick, and the Dead, at His. 

appearing, and His Kingdom; preach the 

ord, be inſtant in Seaſon; out of 'Seaſon ; 


rebuke, reprove, exhort, with all long-ſuffer- 
ng, and Doctrine. 


Tam not fo ſongularly 3 as not to ſee, 
how adverſe the Seaſon now ſeems to be: Hou 
contrary the Mind: How loud the Tempeſt againſs 
the Clergy : And bow black and louring the 

Clouds !_ Inſomuch that there be many who-very 
naturally cry out in the Anguiſh of their Hearts, 
Who will ſhew. us any good! To which we 
can only reply, with David's Prayer, Lord, lift 
thou up the Light. of thy Countenance upon 
us. One Gleam from the Eye of God, of that 

Ged whoſe Strength is in the Clouds, can, in 
a Moment, not only di iel this Gloom, but turn 
zt into Glory, and Gladneſs ; herein. is my es 
and in this Hope wed T comfort me. 


We Truth is, we too often take the Meaſures 
of our Miniftry, more from the Dictates of human 
Prudence, than Chriſtian Piety. We are in the 
Condition of that too wiſe, and provident Huſ 
bandman, * whom n remarks, He that 

2 oblerverh 


The PREFACE. 


obſerveth the Wind ſhall not ſowe. Eccleſ. xi. 4. 
 Immerſed in worldly Wi dom, de forget that the 
Times, and the Seaſons, are in the Hands of God 
alone. That they are his peculiar Care; and 
ours, is only to ſowe the good Seed, to perſevere, 

in well-doing. (Gal. vi. 9.) Knowing that in 
due Seaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not. And 
there is this further Ground of Hope to prevail 
in the End, that however corrupt the World may 
be, there are few, ſo obſtinately perverſe, as to 
offend out of malicious Wickedneſs. And 
although we may ſometimes imagine we have met 


1 woeitb ſome ſuch in the World, and although Men 


of that Character have forfei ted all Title to the 
Divine Mercy ; yet have they ftill a Claim to our 
Charity: and God forbid we ſhould fin againſt 
the Lord, in ceafing to inform and to pray for 
them. Reſolving rather with holy Samuel, ſteadily 
to teach them (as far as in us lies) the good 
and the right Way, 1 Sam. xii. 24. And 
although they ſhould go on fill in their Wicked- 
'neſs, yet ſhould we determine, by the Divine 
Aiſtance, to go on ſtill, to pray, and to remon- 


ſtrate againſt it. God in his Mercy inſpire, and 


enable me to do ſo, until it ſhall pleaſe him to 
remove me hence ; (T truſt in Chriſt Feſus) into 
the Regions of Peace and Immortality, there the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the 
Weary be at reſt. 5 
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_ Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbours Houſe, thou 
2 not covet thy Neighbour's Wife, nor bis 
| Man-ſervant, nor bis Maid-ſervant, nor his 


Ox, nor his Ah, nor any Thing that is thy 
Neighbour . % this 0 ac 


HE SE are the Words of God's Tenth 
Commandment : In which, the Vice of 
Avarice is. not ſo properly, and princi 

hibited, as the Sin of deſireing to — 


rs of another Man's Property, to his — 
FF Almighty 
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2 An Ess 4 v lowartls evidenceing the 

| Almighty God well knew, that without the Eſta- 
-Bliſkmene-of Property in the World, neither could 

Society long flouriſh, nor private F amilies, and Per- 


ſons, ſubſiſt, with Peace and Affluence: And there- 
fore he prohibits the moſt remote Tendency to LO 


e of another Man's Rights, and Poſſe 


He very Well knew, that in the order of 

t Likeings and Deſires, preceded open Violeſce 
Oppreſſion, and Fraud: And — 4 he prohibits 
all Indulgence in ſuch Deſires, as can only terminate 
in the Injury of others. This is evidently the Ap- 

e and the Proof of 3 . in 

tus Law the prolübiting o 
Re of J 2 "ſecret, Pie 
—— unſuſpeed Tendency. 

The Evils of indulging our Deſires, to the unjuſt 
Attainment of their Purpoſes, in the Bohra, In- 
—_—_ laid down in the Text, are ſufficiently obvi- 
$31and haye * .abundamly ſet forth, with all 
thee A and ſad Conſequences, in many 
lei ned art” 2 ent Diſcourſes, throughout all 
Ages: But there is one Inſtance, wherein the Evil 
of this Tadulgence hath been leſs noticed, and conſe- 
quently more over-looked ; although the Conſe- 

uences of ſuch. Indulgence; are, in Reality more 
2 I, and much more dreadful, than in any other 
Inſtance whatſoever-: I mean, the coveting of that 
Portion of their Neighbours Property which is ſer 
apart for the Support of true Religion in the World. 

d that the Conſequences of tlus coveting are more 
dreadful is evident from this plain Reaſon among 
many others; that it tends directly to _ all 
true Religion from the Earth: without — 
1 "Bi other Frohhbitans in the: Toe, would be 

ect. 
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Divine Original of Tythes. 3. 
That the Earth is the Lords and the Fulnleſs there- _ 
of, needs no Proof, to any Man, that believes him 
to be the Creator, and Governour of it. That we 
are, with regard to one another, Proprietors of ſuch 
Portions of the Earth and its Productions, as he hath . . 
been pleaſed to confer upon us, is out of all doubt: 
But that we are, at the ſame Time, but Stewards 
only, and Tenants at Will, with regard to our 
Gracious Sovereign, and Benefactor, is clear from 
the Reaſon and Nature of the Thing, as well as the 
Authority of Scripture. That it was for the Benefit 
of Mankind, from the Foundation of the World, to 
have a ſtrong and conſtant Senſe of their Dependence -. 
upon God, upon a Being of almighty Power, and 
infinite Wiſdom, is evident to a Demonſtration : - 
Conſequently, that the enjoining and requireing ſuch _ 
conſtant Marks and Proofs of their Dependence, was 
a neceſſary Conſequence from the Wildom and Be- 
nignity of their Maker. And that he did require 
ſuch Marks and Proofs of their Dependence, is clear 
from the Hiſtory of the Creation. Adam was limited 
in his Dominion of the Creatures, by the Prohibition 
of a particular Fruit: And Cain, and Wel, brought 
Sacrifices of the Fruits of their Grounds, and Fi 
lings of their Flocks to the Altar of God: (doubtleſs. 
by Divine Command *). And the ſubſequent Hiſto- 
ries of the World, clearly evince, that God reſerved, 
a Tenth Part of the annual Produce of. the Earth 
(excluſive of Sacrifices) for the conſtant and regular 
Support of Religion, in it. Let me again repeat 
my Requeſt to you, to hear me upon this Head 
with Comin Gander: HHS TT ne 
My Brethren, when I exhort you to hear me, 
upon this Subject, I mean only to exhort you to 
hear the Voice of Reaſon, to hear the Word of God, 
to liſten to the Prophets, Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts 
of Jeſus Chriſt: To liften” carefully to Jeſus Chriſt 


— 


* See Rewelat, examined ; B. 1. Diſert. 8. 
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himſelf, pronouncing upon the Point: And remem- 
ber, that the Trouble of doing fo is but ſhort and 
ſmall: And the C onſequences of doing otherwiſe 
may be ſad, and laſting, . 
Will a Man rob Cad, ? faith the Pro phet Malachi, , 
iii. 8. "Yet ye have robbed me, faith 185 Lord, by 
his Pro phet. But ye ſay wherein have we robbed 
thee ? To this the Prophet anſwers, from the 
Mouth of God, in Tythes. and Offerings. Te are 
curſed with a Curſe, for ye bave robbed me, even this 
whole Nation. 
My Brethren, Tythes and Offerings are a Chiefry, 
which God hath reſerved upon all Lands, from the 
Foundation of the World. He well knew, that 
without the Belief and Practice of true Religion, 
4 Mankind could be neither happy in this World, nor 
" in the next. ; nnd therefore he made a proper Pro- 
1 viſion for the Support of it, from the Foundation of 
5 the World ; by the 3 of Tythes and 
i * Offciings.. "Now, that they were ſo appointed, ap- 
| 2 9 8 clearly from the u n Practice of all Man- 
ind, in this Point, throughout all Ages, and Na- 
tions of the World, where Hiſtory leads us into the 
Light of Truth. For how all Mankind could agree 
in offering Sacrifices, and alſo agree in. this fixed 
Proportion; agree in giveing a Lenth of their Sub- 
ſtance, neither more nor leſs, to the Support of- 
| Religion, is utterly inconceiveable; ; otherwiſe, than 
_ from the Influence of one univerſal Authority, 
| obligeing them all to it; and that could be no other, 
| than the Authority of, Almighty God. And this is * 
an Argument, which appears to me, ſo clear, and | 
. convinceing, that I upon the whole infide! 
. World to confure it. I mean to confute it, by the 
Force of calm, and clear Argument. Railing and 
Ridicule, (however applauded and practiſed in a 
hibertine Age) carry no Conviction to a reaſonable 
Being: Nor evirce * N, but the Impotence 


of 
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Divine Original of Tythes. 6 
of the Aude, and their Doticiency in nobler 
Talents. 

Another Argument for the Divine Origine of 
Tythes, may be drawn from the infinite Wiſdom of 
that Appointment : Which, conſidered 'in_eyery 
Het Furey appears to be every way worthy of 
G 


In the firſt Place, Tythes are fuch a Means of 
ſupporting Religion, as can never fail or vary. If 
the People have Plenty, the Prieſt hath Plenty of 
courſe, from the tenth Part of the annual Produce 
of the Earth: If the People have Scarcity, he muſt 
feel that Scarcity, as well as they: His Condition 
bears one, even, uniform relation to theirs: And 
muſt do ſo, to the End of the World. Enriched, 
and impoveriſhed, in proportion to the Condition of 
his People; by which Means, the Teacher of true 
Religion, is placed in that middle State of Life, 
wherein true Happineſs is beſt attained in this World : 
and is, at the ſame Time, the State beſt fitted to 
—_ a rational Proviſion for the Happineſs of Hea- 
: He is not in a Condition, to be greatly op- 
Fare by his People, in the ordinary courſe of 

hings; and when he is, he is ſubmitted to a Trial 
of Patience, which, well exerciſed, makes his Life 
more exemplary, and uſeful. On the other Hand; 
he is far from being enabled, or laid under any 
Temptation to oppreſs them. Now if the In- 
ſtruction of Mankind in the Knowledge and Practice 
of true Religion, be a Purpoſe worthy of infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, then the Support of thoſe 
ſet apart for this Inſtruction, in one, even, perma- 
nent, uniform Manner, in a Manner that freed them 
from the Anxiety of provideing the Neceflaries of 
Life for themſelves and their Families, and by that 
Means, left them more at Liberty to attend the 
. An of their Profelliog 4 in a manner, chat 
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eſtabliſhed an inſeperable Union of their Intereſt with 
that of their People, and in that middle State, beſt 
fitted for the Attainment of all the Ends, for which 

true Religion is calculated ; was alſo equally worthy 


of that Wiſdom and that 3 neſs. 


If any one think this Argument inconcluſive, it is 
his to ſhew, that a different, or a contrary Conduct, 
the making no Proviſion for the Support of Reli- 
gion, or provideing for it in ſome other Way, would 


better become the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the 


eat Governor of the World “. 
The great Wiſdom of this Appointment will fur- 


ther appear, when conſidered in another Light; in 
as much as Tythes are a Means of ſupporting the 
Teachers of true Religion, which neither is, nor can 


be, in any degree expenlive or burthenſome to any 
of the People. This is as clear as the Sun. The 


Right of the Clergy to Tythes, is prior to the 
Right that any 8 or Family in the World can 
claim to their Eſtate of Inheritance. Every Man 


that purchaſeth Land ſubject to Tythes, purchaſeth 
it as ſubject to that Chiefry; and pays ſo much the 


leſs for it, on that Score. And every Man that pur- 


chaſeth Land, which the ſacrilegious Impiety of 


buman Laws hath exempted from Tythes, pays ſo 
much the more for it, upon that Score. So like- 


wiſe every Tenant that takes Land ſubject to Tythes, 


pays ſo much the leſs Rent for it, on that Account. 
And. if he takes Land reed from Tythes, he pays 
8 | the 


855 "iſs what hath been here laid Wes concerning the Nature 


and Intention of Tythes, it is a clear Conſequence, that all 


Schemes for eſtabliſhing any Modus, or Money-Compoſition in 
lieu of them, are, in their direct and natural Tendency, eſtructive 


of the great Purpoſes of Providence in appointing a pro ny 


port for the Miniſters of Religion. Inaſmuch as every ſuch Mo- 
ge removes the Maintenance of the 

Clergy from its only ſure and ſolid Baſis ; and reſts it, upon the 

fluctuating Foundations of Chance, and Caprice and the artificial, 


unabideing Value of Coin. 


Divine Original of Tythes. 7 
the Landlord as much more Rent, as they are 
worth, at leaſt. So that neither Landlord, nor Te- 
nant, contribute one Mite towards the Maintenance 
of the Clergy, by the Payment of Tythes. They 
are maintained by that Chiefry, which God hath 
reſerved upon all Lands, from the Creation, (ante- 
cedent to all private Property) for the Support of 
true Religion in the World. So that they never 
were, nor are, nor can be, a Burthen to any human 
Creature, upon the Face of the Earth. And this 
being inconteſtibly the caſe, is it not amazeing to 
think, how the Hypocriſy, Fanaticiſm, and aban- 
doned Effrontery of ſome Men amongſt us, ſhould 
ſo far, and ſo groſsly delude the World, as to make 
a great Part of Mankind, believe this Inſtitution to 
be inſufferably grievous, and oppreſſive. Nay not 
only ſo, but to be wicked, abominable, and Anti- 
chriſtian! and utterly abhorrent from all the great 
Ends and Purpoſes of true Religion. Whereas the 
direct contrary to all this, is clear to a Demonftra- 
tion. Nay the infinite Wiſdom of this Appointment 
appears clearly from hence; that Tythes are not, 
cannot be a Grievance to any honeſt Man in the 
World. My Brethren, your Parſon can neither 
gaggrieve, nor oppreſs you, in the Payment of 
I Tythes: Your Lay-Landlord, (for ought I know) 
may. You all know full well; that Fon cannot 
agree with your Parſon, for his Tenth of the Pro- 
duce of your Grounds, you have nothing to do, but 
to give him fair Notice, and leave 1t in the Field. - 
And what can be a clearer Proof, or fairer Cha- 
racter of the Divine Original of Tythes, than that 
they are ſuch a Means of ſupporting true Religion 
in the World, as the People cannot be oppreſſed in 
paying. And after all this, Will a Man rob God? 
And what is the Conſequence ? Aſk the Prophet 
Malachi, and he will tell you (Ch. iii. ver. 9.) from 
the Mouth of God himſelf : Ze are curſed with 4 
| _— Curſe, 


o An Ess Ay towards evidenceing the 
Curſe, for ye have robbed me, even this whole 
Nation. | ts | 
My Brethren, do you not ſee, do you not feel 
your Nation,” to be under the Curſe of God? Have 
any ſeven Years paſſed, within the Memory of moſt 
of you, wherein this Land hath not been infeſted 
with a Famine, and the Calamities attending it; the 
- Miſery, and Mortality of Man and Beaſt? Look 
back, and fee how many you can count in the ſmall 
Interval from the Year 17251 And what can be 
conceived more equitable, more righteous, in the 
Diſpenſations of Providence, than theſe Chaſtiſe- 
ments? Tou with-hold from God, his Prieſts, and 
the Servants of his Church, as far as in you lies, 
Right, every Offering due to them; and he 
with-holds his Bleſſing from you. Tou defraud, 
and you oppreſs in the Payment of his Chiefry, his 
Tenth of the Produce of your Ground; and he 
curſeth the other nine Parts, he curſeth the Ground 
for your ſakes. O, my Brethren, look back with 
- Humility and Attention, upon your Condition for 
ſome paſt Years, and you will find that you have 
been but too truly curſed of God. Curſed have you 
been in the City, and curſed in the Field: Curſed in 
* your Baſket and your Store. Curſed in the Fruit of 
your Body, and the Fruit of your Land : The Increaſe 
- of your Kine, and the Flocks of your Sheep. And 
will you yet contend with God? Will you harden 
- yourſelves againſt him who 7s wiſe in Heart and 
mighty in Strength , who commandeth the Sun and it 
Hineth not, and ſealeth up the Stars? Will you con- 
tend with him? God forbid. Vo hath hardened 

- bimſelf againſt bim and bath proſpered ! Job. ix. 
My Brethren, we have lately, very lately but too 
"well experienced the Wrath and Vengeance of God 
upon this great, crying, national Guilt ; although 
not on this alone. In the Name of Jeſus . 
| entitle 
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Divine Original of Tythes. 9 
entitle yourſelves from this Moment, to his Bleſſings 
upon the contrary Conduct. 5 

I forbear to cumber you with Quotations from the 
Old Teſtament, upon this Head; and ſhall. only. 

beg your Attention to two ſacred Writers, who were. 
neither Prieſts nor Bigots. Hear the wiſeſt of Men 
upon this Point. Prov. iii. 9. Honour the Lord with 
thy. Subſtance, and with the. firſt Fruits of all tbine 
Bae So ſpall thy Barns be filled with Plenty, and 
thy Preſſes ſhall burſt out with new Wine. Hear alſo 
what the Prophet Malachi. ſaith upon this Head, 
from the Mouth of God to his own People: (Mal. iu. 
10, &c. Bring ye all the Tythes into the Store- hau ſa, 
that there may be Meat in mine Hauſe, and prove m6 
now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, if I will not 
open you the Windows of Heaven, and pour you cut a 
Bleſſing mg, that there ſhall not be Room enough to receive. 
it. And I will rebuke the Devourer for. your Sakes ; 
and be ſhall not deſtroy the Fruits of your Graand;. | 
f neither ſhall your Vins caſt forth ber Fruit before the 
Lime in the Field, ſaith the Lord of. Hoſts: and al! 
* Nations ſhall call you Bleſſed : for ye ſball bea delight- f 
W ſome Land, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. ; 

My Brethren, . is it not well worth your while to 
bring this Matter to the Proof? Is 7 Lord's Hand 
ſhortned ?. Can He not open the Windows of - Hea- 
ven, can He not pour down Bleſſings upon the Earth? 
can He not fill your Barns at this Day, as well as in 
the Days of Solomon and Malachi ? 

To this it may be objected, that we have, of late 
Years, been frequently bleſſed with fruitful Seaſons, 
(as we are at preſent) notwithſtanding this ſuppoſed 
National Guilt : and therefore if we are to infer God's 
Diſpleaſure from the Curſe of bad Seaſons, we may 

infer His Reconcilement from the ae of ſuch, 
are ſalutary and fruitful. 8 

To this I anſwer, that God takes eh Methods 

of. drawing Us to our Duty; and Goodneſs. 
When 
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When the Heathen World walked in every wicked 
Way that could offend God, St. Paul tells us (Acts 
xiv. 17.) that, Nevertheleſs God left not himſelf with- 
out Witneſs in that He did Good, and gave us Rain 
from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, Are we to infer 
His Reconcilement to all their Abominations from 
this unmerited Benignity and Bounty ? God forbid, 
His Benignity and Bounty are congenial to Him ; 
his Chaſtiſements are extorted : and when our Sins 
have forced them from Him, he returns in all the 
Divinity of his Goodneſs, to ſoften, and melt us into 
Love and Duty. And thinkeft thou this, O Man, 
that thou who doeſt the ſame Things ſhalt eſcape the 
Judgement of God? or deſpiſeſs thou the Riches of his 
Goodneſs and Forbearance, and long-ſuffering ; not 
knowing that the Goodneſs of God leageth thee to Re- 
pentance ? "Is Ry 

My Brethren, Ye all profeſs your ſelves ſerious 


_ Chriſtians, and I do verily believe that many of you 


are ſo: In the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, walk worthy of 
our Profeſſion: and fuffer not your ſelves to be de- 
uded to your eternal Ruin, by the crafty Troup of 
Men lying in wwait to deceive! Men who are as ſure, 
as cruel Enemies to your Salvation, as they are to 
our Sion. . | 
Ye have all renounced the Errors of Rome; in 
the Name of God will ye renounce the Original, the 
divine Support of all true Religion together with 
thoſe Errors? Thou that abborreſt Idols, doeft thou 


commit Sacriledge? Rom. ii. 22. 


But here it may be objected, that Tythes are no 
where enjoined by the Chriſtian Religion, and there- 
fore Chnſtians are not obliged to pay them, But 
to this it is eaſy to anſwer, that they are no where 
prohibited by the Chriſtian Religion, and therefore 
the Obligation to the Payment of them, is till in 
Force. f „ | 
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Divine Original of Tythes. 11 
How greatly were it to be wiſhed, that Chriſtians 


would conſider more attentively than they are wont 


to do, how far the Chriſtian Diſpenſation hath re- 
pealed the Moſaick : No further ſurely, than merely 
as the — was calculated to keep the Jews a 

eople, and to keep them 1n a conſtant 
Practice of ſuch Rites and Ceremonies as were Types 
and Shadows of the Meſſiab, and his Kingdom ; 
and Tythes ſurely can come under none of theſe 
Heads. The Payment of them, was Cozval with 
the World; and in Practice with every Nation un- 
der Heaven, long before the Moſaic Inftitution : 
And the Obligation to the Payment of them, as 
ſtrong upon us at this Day, as the Obſervance of 
the Sabbath. And for Reaſons, as clear and con- 
vinceing. An adequate and permanent Proviſion 
for the Miniſters of true Religion, being as eſſential, 
as abſolutely neceſſary to the Exiſtence of it in the 
World, as the ſetting apart certain ſtated Times for 


_ diſchargeing the great and fundamental Offices of it: 


And therefore the Obligation to the Payment of 
Tythes, is, from the Nature and Reaſon of the 
Thing, as ſtrong upon us, at this Day, as the Ob- 
ligation to the Obſervance of the Sabbath. | 
If there be ſuch a Thing as natural Religion in 
the World, the Duty of contributing to the Support 
of God's pure and publick Worſhip in the Society, 
is moſt undoubtedly one of its firſt, and plaineft 
Principles. And it is impoſſible to imagine, that 
any 


„n (hoſe Grarlumen who for Sethi th Gaooing 


Oppoſition to the Payment of perſonal Tythes, or ſome ſmall 
Compoſition in lieu of them, would candidly conſider how th 
can do fo, conſiſtently with this Principle: For my own Part 
own it is utterly inconceiveable to me, how a Contribution of one 
Shilling a Year, (that is, leſs than one Farthing a Week) out of 
the Gains of a good Trade, to ſo excellent and important a Pur- 


. pole, can be deemed a Grievance, and an Oppreſſion. And I am 


ſatisſied, 
D N 
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any of the Converts to Chriſtianity, could think. 
themſelves acquitted of this Obligation, by that In- 
ſtitution. They had all been Heathens, or Jews, 
before their Converſion; and as ſuch, well acquainted 
with the Duty and Practice of paying Tythes: And 
can it be imagined that they thought themſelves leſs 
bound to this Duty and Practice, after their Con- 
verſion? This is certain, that the firſt Converts to 


Chriſtianity laid their whole Fortunes at the Feet of 


the Apoſtles ; and can it be imagined that they could 
refuſe them a Tenth for their Support, to whom 


they ſubmitted their whale Subſtance? And it is 


clear from Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that this Way of 
thinking continued long after, among the primitive 
Chriſtians : Inſomuch, that the moſt learned Ene- 
mies to the Divine Original of Tythes, are forced to 
confeſs, that the Chriſtians of the earlicr Ages, con- 
tributed much more than the Tenth of their whole 
earthly Subſtance to the Support of the Teachers of 


the Golpel, FR 
| | St. ; 


ſatisfied, that the bare Suggeſtion of ſuch a Complaint, would 
have ſhocked a Heathen Fay Age from the Foundation of the 
World, but this. | done ry: 
But it is objeRed, that they who are called upon to pay perſonal. 
Tythes, or ſome Compoſition in lieu of them, are often ſuch 
as have paid Prædial Tythes before; and it were hard to load 
them with both. To this I anſwer, what hath before been fully 
ved, that no Man contributes one Mite to the Maintenance of 
the Clergy by the Payment of Prædial Tythes; and therefore what 
cclour of Reaſon can there be, why Men ſhould contribute no- 
thing to the Support of true Religion in the Society, from the 
Profits of a gainful Trade? How ſtrangely do we forget, that 


| without Religion; Rapine, and Violence would take Place of 


Peace, ard P , and Commerce. ; 
Shall a Man pay Tythes, in proportion as God hath bleſſed the 
Fruits of his Field, and pay nothing from the Fruits of his In- 
duftry, in Trade; and the Blefling of God upon it! forgetting, 
that zt is the Bleſſing of the Lord, which maketh rich. Prov. x. 22. 
Have we no Returns to make, for the invaluable Gifts of Health, 
and Strength; without which, the beſt Purpoſes of Induſtry, will 
he fruitleſs to ourſelves, and Families. Even the Heathen grudged 


nat, to make frequent Sacrifices, to the God of Health. 
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St. Paul in many Paſſages of his Epiſtles ſtrongly 

aſſerts the Right of the Chriſtian Miniſtry to a Sup- 
port from their Miniſtry: And in the Ninth Chapr. 
E of his 1 Ep. Cor. clearly aſſerts their Right to ſuch a 
Z Support, as the Jewiſh Prieſthood were intitled to, 
from their officiateing in the Temple. Do ye not 
know, that they who miniſter about holy Things, live 
of the Things of the Temple. And they which wait at 
the Altar, are partakers with the Altar: Even ſo 
hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the” 
Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. | 

Now if this Paſſage is not to be ſo underſtood, 
that the Chriſtian Prieſthood ſhould ſubſiſt by the 
Goſpel, as the Jewiſh Prieſthood did by the Law, 
the Words are not interprered in their moſt natural 
and obvious Meaning. 

But ſuppoſe them to mean only that the Chriſtian | 
Miniſtry are entitled to an equivalent Support; (and 
then the Practice of the primitive Chriſtians will be 
their beſt Comment) let that be found out, and I 
am ſatisfied : But I would afk any candid Man, that 
contended for this Interpretation; upon what Prin- 
ciples, he could allow himſelf to ſwerve from the 
Example of God in this Point; ſuppoſeing he could 
find out ſuch an Equivalent? For my own Part, L 
have ever underſtood, that the Example of God, in 
all Points wherein he is imitabſe by us, conſiſtently 
with the Obligations of his own Laws upon us, was, 
not only our indifpenfable Duty, bur alſo our ſureſt 
Guidance. And he muſt have a moſt amazeing 
Stock of what I ſhould in myſelf deem prophane 
and profligate Vanity, who thinks himſelf capable of 
deviſeing a wiſer, or a better. 

I own, that neither that Apoſtle, nor any of the 
early Teachers of Chriſtianity, either were, or wiſhed 
to be (as far as we know) poſſeſſed of the Tythes; 

Ll that ſuch an Attempt, before their Doctrine, 
and Claim, were ſufficiently evidenced to the World, 
F would 
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would be abſurd, injurious, and deſtructive of the 
Purpoſes of their Miſſion! But how this could bar, 
impair, or alter either the Right of their Succeſſors, 
or the Divine Ordinance, when the Religion of 
Jeſus was every where received, I believe the Ad- 
verſary can as little explain, as I can imagine. 

Bur it 1s objected, that in that Caſe, the Miniſters 


of the Goſpel are mercenary Hirelings : Whereas 


the Diſpenſation of ſuch a Bleſſing among Mankind, 
ought to be free ; and proceed only from Motives 
of Conſcience, and Duty towards God. And it is 
inconceiveable to think what infinite Reproach, and 
endleſs Abuſe have been vended againſt the Miniſtry 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, upon this Head ! But the 
Truth is, they have been vended, either by ſubtile, 
and deſigning Hypocrites, or by weak Men, who 
have little Knowledge either of their own Nature, 


or the Ways of God with Mankind. Nothing is 


more obvious, than that Rewards and Puniſhments, 
are the great Engmes by which God governs the 
World. That every Act of Duty is attended with 


Rewards of ſome kind or other, even in this World : 


And therefore to impeach any Man in the Diſcharge 
of any Duty, becauſe the Diſcharge of it is attended 
with certain Rewards, is to impeach the Appoint- 
ments of Providence. And more particularly ſo, 
where the Rewards are fixed and determined by his 
own Appointment : As they are in the preſent Caſe, 
The ſole Point that will bear any Scrutiny upon this 
Head, is, whether the Duties, to which thoſe Re- 
wards are annexed, be diſcharged with a good Con- 
ſcience, and upon the Principle of paying a religious 
Obedience to the Divine Commands ? This 1s evi- 
dently St. Paul's Way of thinking: (for however 
diſtreſſed the Chriſtian Miniſtry was at that Time) 
He claims the Reward of preaching the Goſpel, as a 
juſt Debt: Nor was it with him a juſt Objection 
either againſt this, or any other Part of — 4 
ut 


Motive, that it is profitable unto all Things, having 
the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that which 
is to come. And this, to me, is ſo clear and incon- 
teſtable, that I ſhould deem it but mere miſpent 
Time, to refute the ſpecious, and hypocritical Va- 
nities, urged on the other Side. | 


I am very ſenſible how liable all that I have now / 


ſaid upon this Subject, may be to libertine Cavils: 
And how obvious it is to object, that all the Argu- 
ments urged in Favour of the Divine Original of 
Tythes, are urged from Motives of Self- intereſt. 
To this I beg Leave to anſwer, that it matters 
not whence they are urged, but how they are found- 
ed. There is no moral or religious Truth in the 
World, in the Eſtabliſhment of which, great Num- 
bers of Mankind are not greatly interefted : And 
yet their being ſo, was never yet deemed an Argu- 
ment of any Moment, to impeach thoſe Truths, 
The ſingle Point in Queſtion, is, whether they are 
ſufficiently ſupported by Reaſon, and Evidence : 
And therefore I earneſtly beſeech you, to do here, 
< in all other Caſes, weigh the Evidence, and that 
only. | | 
My Brethren, this is the firſt Opportunity I ever 
had of declareing the Will of God to you, or ex- 
plaining his Word ; and it may be the laſt: And 
God forbid that I ſhould take this only Opportunity, 
of handling the Werd of God deceitfully. And I ap- 
peal to him, and ſo may he bleſs me in this World, 
and in the next, as I have preſſed this Duty upon 
you, with Integrity and Singleneſs of Heart, and the 
Conviction of my own Conſcience. 3 
I beſeech you my Brethren, to bear with me, for 

a few Moments. Bear with my Infirmities, and 


allow me to tell you, that I have a Right to be in 


ſome Degree, confided in, on this Occaſion ; at 
leaſt if you believe me, to be of a Character, equally 
| aVbhorrent 


but quite the contrary; a right and a reaſonable 
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abhorrent from Avarice, and Hypocriſy. I am far 
advanced in Life; I have no Fortune to make, or 
Family to provide for; and if morely my own per- 
ſonal Intereſt were concerned in the Point, although 
there were no ſuch thing as Tythes in the World, I 
bleſs God, I could live then, as well as I do now. I 
could live as well, but perhaps there are ſome few 
others who could not live at all. i 
My Brethren, I do verily believe, that moſt good 
Clergymen conſider themſelves, in ſome meaſure as 
Almoners of Providence, for the Relief of every 
ſocial Diſtreſs! and the Time is not long lapſed, 
ſince many of them were owned to be ſo) what every 
Man's private Charities are, that reſteth only between 
God and his own Conſcience ; his publick Benefa- 
ctions other Men can judge bf. For my own Part, 
God knows I have too little to ſay on either Head: 
Thus much however I may ſay, becauſe there are 
ſome preſent who know the Truth of it: That the 


Oppreſſions which have purſued my Station, have 


23 hurted the Poor of theſe Pariſhes, in ſome 
moluments; which, however inconſiderable in 
themſelves, were of ſome Importance to them. 
Might we indulge ourſelves, in fo ſtrange an Imagi- 
nation, as to ſuppoſe a Clergyman, who devoted a 
certain Portion of his Income to Charity, oppreſſed, 


and harraſſed, in conſequence of an exemplary Act 


of Duty; promoting, for Inſtance, and provideing, 
for the publick Worſhip of God, in his Diſtrict; 
purſued with illegal Vexations, under colour of re- 
lleving, certain poor Tradeſmen, from the Grievance 
of a {mall Contribution, towards ſupporting that 
publick Worſhip ; could we ſuppoſe this, might he 
not be allowed thus honeſtly ro expoſtulate with his 
People, upon the Point? Alas my Brethren, they 
who have entered into illegal Engagements to oppreſs 
the Paſtor, in the Perception of his Rights, under 
colour of relieving poor Tradeſmen, (as os | call 

| n | them) 
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them) have in Fact diſtreſſed the real Poor; Tradeſ- 


men as well as others. They have not ſo properly 


hurted me, as they have hurted thoſe, who are 
much more Objects of Compaſſion, than Cruelty |! 
I retract, they have hurted me: They have, as far 
as in them lay, deprived me of the greateſt Felicity 
human Nature is capable of : The Felicity of doing 
Good, the Delight of relieveing Diſtreſs ; and obey- 
ing che Divine Commands in doing fo! But there 
is one Happineſs, of which they cannot deprive me z 
the Happineſs of ſeeing you all aſſembled here to 
| ſerve God: And the ſolid Satisfaction, of havin 
contributed my Mite, towards the Eſtabliſhment of 
his publick Worſhip, in this Place. He beſt knows, 
whether that be not the true Source of all the Vexa- 
tions, that have harraſſed my Station, ſince my at- 
taining to it: But be that, or whatever elſe the 


Cauſe, God, in his infinite Mercy, forgive the Au- 


thors; and turn their Hearts. 
r 
My Brethren, I do ſolemnly aver, that Tythes, 
have, to the beſt of my Judgement, as many, and 
as plain Marks, Characters, and Proofs, internal, 
and external, of their Divine Original, as they could 
well be wiſhed, or reaſonably required to have, in 
order to create an univerſal Conviction of their Ori- 
ginal, among Mankind: They are as old as the 
Creation; (for Firſt-Fruits [which are Tythes] both 
of Animals and Vegetables are confeſſedly ſo) and 
therefore God only is their Author. They are a 


* 


Means, and appointed for Ends, worthy of infinite 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs! They are a permanent, 


equal, uniform, unexpenſive, and unoppreſſive Sup- 
port of the Miniſters of true Religion; bearing one 
even, and unvarying relation to the Condition of 
their People, and inſeparably connected with it. 
For ever guarding againſt all Temptations, either 
to Pride or Oppreſſion on the one hand, or ſervile 

855 Dependence, 
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Dependence, and baſe Compliances on the other. 
Beſt anſwering the Purpoſes of that wiſe Prayer of 
Agur, (Prov, xxx. 8.) G:ve me neither Poverty nor 
Riches, and ſecureing all the Advantages of that 
middle State of Life, beſt fitted for all the virtuous 
and valuable Felicities both of this World and the 
next. And they are confeſſedly God's own A 
pointment to his own liar People; under the 
molt ſolemn Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments: 
as ſuch, our ſureſt Guide, and Rule of Duty. 
And therefore it is no Wonder if this Inſtitution hath 
had its Influence in all Nations and Ages of the 
World, both upon the worſt Men, as well as upon 
the wiſeſt and the beſt, 7 
My Brethren, the worſt Men paid Tythes and 
Offerings, contributed to the Support of Religion, 
from the Foundation of the World, as well as the 
wiſeſt, and the beſt : Cain brought his Offerings to 
the Altar, as well as Wel. The wild Arabians pai 
Tythes, as well as Abraham, the Friend of God. 
The antient, wiſe, and well inſtituted Perſians, paid 
Tythes, as well as the poliſhed Grecians, The 
cruel, and wicked Carthagenians paid Tythes, as 
well as the religious Romans. The vile Hypocrite 
in the Goſpel gave Tythes of all that be poſſeſſed, as 
well as the Patriarch Facob. And Jacob's Vow to 
God is ſurely very remarkable, (Gen. xxvii. 22.) 
Of all that thou, ſhalt give me, I will ſurely. give the 
Tenth to thee. His Tenth was not confined to the 
Produce of his Grounds, or the Offspring of his 
Flocks and Herds, but extended to every Gain God 
ſhould enable him to make: As his Father Abraham's 
did to the Tenth even of the Spoils of War *. N 


'% Nothing is more remarkable, than that all Heathen Nations 
of which we have any good Account, paid the Tenths of the 
Spoils of War, to the Support of Religion. The moſt natural 


Account of which Praftice ſeems to be this. That when any 
| | Country. 
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In the laſt Place, the very Scribes and Phariſees, 
although they paſſed over Judgment, and the Love of 
God, yet were they ſo exact and conſcientious in this 
Point, that they tythed even Mint, and Rue, and all 
manner of Herbs; and our bleſſed Saviour bears them 
Witneſs, that they did ſo. (Luke xi. 42.) And doth 
he reprove them upon this Head? Quite otherwiſe ; 
he applauds them; and pronounceth it their Duty fo 
to do: Theſe ought you to have done, and not to leave 
\ the other undone. ' 
To ſum up all: My Brethren, as you dread the 
juſt Judgements of God upon Sacrilege ; as you 
would appeaſe his Wrath, avert his Vengeance, and 
draw down his Bleſſings from Heaven; as you reve- 
rence the Examples of the wiſeſt, and beſt Men of 
all Ages, and Nations, from the Foundation of the 
World ; and ſhould bluſh to be outdone, to fall | 
ſhamefully ſhort of the worſt; and above all, as 
you reverence the Example of God to his own. Peo- | 
ple; and the Authority of your bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Chriſt Jeſus ; reverence his Ordinance ! Be- 
ware of Sacriledge! Beware of Covetouſneſs, the 
Root of Sacriledge ! Remember that dreadful Cha- 
racter of this Vice, recorded by the P/almiſt, The 
Covetous whom God abhorreth. Remember God's 
own Declaration by the Mouth of his Prophet, that 
he hateth Robbery, although it were for a burnt Offer- 
ing. (Iſa. xi. 8.) And much more muſt it be de- 
teſtable to him, when its Motive is Fraud, Deſpite, 
or 


Country was harraſſed with War, the ar Payment of Tythes 
from y Produce of the Earth, was 2 interrupt - 
ed: But as the Su of Religion, was as neceſſary, in the Sea- 
ſons of War, as of Peace; whatever Damage was ſuſtain'd by the |] 
Loſs of Tythes, in the ordinary Way ; was made up, as well as it 
could, from the Spoils of the Enemy. Although this Practice, in 
Proceſs of Time, degenerated, as many others have done, into 
Superſtitions in favour of particular Places and Temples. | 


E 
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or Enmity. Remember the great Chriſtian Rule of 
Righteouſneſs, and do unto all Men, as ye would they 
ſhould do unto you. Render therefore unto Ceſar, the 
Things that are Ceſar's, and unto God the Things that 
are God's. So ſhall ye fulfil all Righteouſneſs, and be 


inexcuſable, if ye 2 not: For be bath ſpetved thee, 
O Man, what 5s good; and what doth the Lord require 


of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love . and wal 
bumbly with 5 G 2 Micah vi. 8. : 
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